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(57) Abstract: A particle optical apparatus 
including an aperture plate for shaping a par- 
ticle beam before the particle beam enters a 
monochromator filter assembly. The aper- 
ture plate has at least one aperture and is ad- 
justable with respect to the monochromator 
filter assembly, in normal operating condi- 
tions, so that the size of the aperture used to 
shape the particle beam can be varied, and 
therefore the beam current entering the filter 
assembly can be varied. 
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